RELATIVE PLACEMENT STANDARDS & REPORTS
I.
STANDARDS FOR PARENT/RELATIVE HOME EVALUATIONS
All relatives in Georgia, including parents, identified as a possible placement resource for a child or sibling group will require a relative home evaluation. Home evaluations must be completed within 30 days of receipt of a referral requesting a study (evaluation) of a specific relative's home. By the time the evaluation is complete, paternity must, also, be established to assure that a relationship by blood, marriage or adoption exists between the relative caregiver and the child. Each case file must document this information. The referral may be submitted during or following the Comprehensive Child and Family Assessment.

The standards for relative home evaluations are considered based on the needs of the specific child or sibling group requiring a placement in Georgia.  The relative placement resource and their home must be determined to be appropriate to adequately meet the child's needs. This includes the child's physical, emotional, medical, educational, social and interpersonal needs.

The format of the report follows and must include the five sections (Items II., A-E) listed below. These requirements also apply to home evaluation requests submitted through the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) offices.

II.
RELATIVE HOME EVALUATION REPORT
All domains and areas being evaluated pertain to the parent's or relative caregiver's home for purposes of considering it as an acceptable placement resource for a specific child or sibling group. The suggested format includes, but is not limited to, a review of all the domains or areas listed below.  This list, though not all inclusive, provides a framework for addressing and documenting all known or observed safety issues and concerns that may impact the child's well-being or stability of the placement.

A.
Data Section

1. Date Evaluation Initiated

2. Identify Child

3. Relative Name and Spouse (if married)

4. Clarify Relative's Degree of Relationship to the Child

5. Reason for Evaluation

6. Household Composition (Names, ages, gender, relationship to child and other household members, etc.)

7. Prior DFCS Involvement (relative caregiver and all household members); Check IDS files

B.
Domains and Areas Assessed (should include, but not limited to):
1. Interpersonal Relationship Between Parent and Child
2. Interpersonal Relationship between Parent and Relative Caregiver(s)
3. Interpersonal Relationship between Relative Caregiver(s) and Child
4. Interpersonal Relationships Between the Child(ren) Being Placed and Other Household Members
5. Living/Sleeping Arrangements
6. Employment History, if appropriate
7. Current Financial Status (Discuss caregiver's plans for meeting child's financial needs)
8. Health History/Current Status (all family members)
9. Marriage Status
10. Education Status
11. Discipline/Corporal Punishment Views and Practices
12. Views and Practices of Child Supervision
13. Signed Commitment to Abide by State Prohibition or Corporal Punishment
14. Practices AND Views on Maintaining Parental, Sibling and Other Family Ties
15. History of Criminal Activity (Mandatory for all persons age 18 and older); includes fingerprint checks, both GCIC and NCIC and Sexual Offender's Registry @ http://www.ganet.org/gbi/sorsch.cgi or through IDS, under the Protective Services Data System (PSDS)
16. History of Domestic Emergencies (Illness/Injuries/Violence, etc.): including any documented through 911 calls (if reports are available)
17. Drug Screening (all adults, age 18 and older)
18. Medical Statement indicating that caregiver does not have any health concerns or conditions, which impedes their ability to care for the child(ren) or places them at risk. All health related concerns, which, otherwise, precludes them from consideration as a placement resource for the child(ren) must be addressed.  (This is mandatory for relative caregivers and household members, 18 years or older). It must be dated within 12 months prior to the date of the evaluation.
19. Case Manager's Observations of Home Environment, Safety Practices, Issues and/or Concerns 
a) Soundness of Physical Dwelling (Address all Visible/Known dangers: roofing, porches, steps, doors, windows, flooring, etc.

b) Cleanliness (Clothing; Furnishings; Waste: garbage, trash, animal feces, etc.)

c) Soundness of Physical Dwelling (Address all Visible/Known dangers: roofing, porches, steps, doors, windows, flooring, etc.)

d) Appearance of Electrical Wiring System, Fixtures and Outlets

e) Appearance of Gas Lines and Heating/Cooking Appliances

f) Availability and Condition of Running Water Indoors

g) Availability and Condition of Toilet Facilities Indoors

h) Appearance of Household Furnishings

i) Presence and Appearance of External Storage Facilities and/or Environmental Hazards

· Equipment/Vehicles (Including Operable/Inoperable and/or Unlocked)

· Inadequate Fencing/Gates

· Access to Busy Streets and/or Highways

20. Home and Personal Safety Issues, Child Supervision Views, Practices and Concerns
a) Swimming or Wading Pools, Ponds, Lakes, etc.

b) Trampolines

c) Animals

d) Weapons

e) Inadequate Fencing

f) Access to hazardous waste, dangerous equipment, or busy streets/highways

21. Birth and Extended Family's Strengths and Needs
22. Parent/Relative Caregiver Strengths and Needs
23. Two References Required
24. Additional Pertinent Observations and Concerns Must be Discussed and Documented
C.
Results of Evaluation (Findings and Conclusions)
D.
Summary and Recommendations
E.
Complete Name(s), Signature(s), Titles and Date(s) on all required documents and/or Forms
III.
WHO CAN COMPLETE RELATIVE HOME EVALUATIONS?
A DFCS case manager or private provider may complete the Relative Home Evaluation. The County Director or designee must approve the contracting of the assessment with the provider.  Relative Home Evaluations are charged to UAS Code 518 under Code 71, In-Home Case Management.  Fees are not to exceed $350/per relative home evaluated.  This rate includes costs related to a Family Team Meeting. 

The provider may be reimbursed for any costs, (which exceeds the above-referenced $350 fee), related to the following mandatory reports:

· Criminal Background Checks (fingerprint checks, both GCIC and NCIC)

· Drug Screening Checks; and

· Medical statements

NOTE:  These items apply to all relative caregivers and household members, 18 years or older. Receipts are required before reimbursement is made for these expenses.

IV.
APPROVAL OF RELATIVE HOME EVALUATIONS

Case managers must notify or coordinate with other counties, as appropriate, to arrange when, where, and by whom a relative home evaluation is to be conducted.  The case file must contain proper documentation of all required and pertinent relative Assessment information, forms, and contacts.  The responsibility for recommending approval of a relative home evaluation rests with the County Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS) office, which conducted the study, and will ultimately have to supervise the home if placement is made.  The County DFCS office with legal responsibility for the child makes the final placement decision in collaboration with the court.

Initial placements may be made on the merits of the favorable home and family assessments and in conjunction with the GCIC report, pending receipt of the NCIC report. Relatives accepting such placements must be clearly informed that, the child(ren) will be removed, if it is determined that the family is ineligible, based upon information contained in the NCIC report or any other confirmed adverse information received by the Department.
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