FIRST PLACEMENT/BEST PLACEMENT WRAP-AROUND SERVICES



            (Promoting Safe and Stable Families)

· UAS Code 518
80 Summer Safety/Summer Enrichment

95 In-Home Intensive Treatment

In-Home Case Management

Crisis Intervention
1016.13

Description

First Placement/Best Placement Wrap-Around services provide critical support in Placement (PLC) cases with the intent of promoting safe and stable families (birth, relative and foster).  Entitlement Code 80 (Summer Safety/Summer Enrichment) supports the foster family and the well-being of children in FFC with planned enrichment activities during the summer months (June - August). Entitlement Code 95 (In-Home Intensive Treatment, Case Management and Crisis Intervention) supports birth parents in achieving the outcome of early reunification. Parent Aide and Homestead can also be tapped when reunification is imminent. (See CPS Manual, Chapter 2107 for program description and criteria.)  The need for First Placement/Best Placement Wrap-Around services should be determined in the Comprehensive Child and Family Assessment.  Memorandums of Understanding are developed with community service providers in the usual manner.  The duration of service provision cannot exceed eight (8) months.  The services may be used in combination or as separate service components.  

Summer Safety / Summer Enrichment (Entitlement Code 80)

These activities and/or programs are designed to enrich children’s lives by providing them with stimulating learning or cultural experiences available in the community; e.g., Red Cross, YMCA, school or church-related camps, etc.  Eligible children/youth must be under 14 years of age and must be placed in DFCS foster homes or Private Agency foster homes. Allocation of funds is based on the number of children in care.  Enrichment activities are limited to a maximum of seven days per child at $36.00 per day.  Note: For youth age 14 and older, enrichment activities are charged to Program 585 (Secondary Educational and Enrichment Expenses). All referrals for 585 must go through the Independent Living Coordinator who can authorize the funds loaded in 19 lead counties.  

In-Home Intensive Treatment  (Entitlement Code 95)

The purpose of In-Home Intensive Treatment is to ensure that children in foster care are safely returned to and maintained in stable families. In-home service activities to prepare families for reunification include counseling, interventions, and variety of services to address identified family and individual therapeutic needs.   Activities may also include supervising pre-placement visits in the home or monitoring the reunified family.  A written service plan, including activity-monitoring programs, reports and recommendations, must be submitted to the Case Manager by the provider on a monthly basis.  Primary clients (children) must have face-to-face monitoring on a weekly basis.  These services must be provided by a Master’s level professional who is responsible for providing oversight of the Case Plan, supervision and sign-off on the Case Plan's implementation.  The provider is also responsible for ensuring the provision of clinical services in the home.  Home-based services will follow the recommendations of the Licensed Professional; e.g., Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Physician and/or Certified Teacher as documented in the Comprehensive Child and Family Assessment and/or the Case Plan. The contracted rate for clinical services is $60.00 per hour plus mileage at a rate of $0.28 per mile.  The maximum fee is $3500 per case.  

In-Home Case Management  (Entitlement Code 95)

The purpose of this home-based service is to provide case management to families in completing the defined goals and steps of their Case Plan.  Activities include, but are not limited to, providing direct services, coordinating community services, advocating for service provision, supervising visitation, preparing families for reunification and monitoring placements for safety and stability following reunification. The level of service and the frequency of contacts with the birth family and child should be determined as a result of the First Placement/Best Placement Assessment, the Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) and/or the Case Plan.   However, the minimum expectation is for bi-weekly contacts with the family to occur as well as weekly contacts with the child.  It is also expected that the service provider be on-call 24 hours a day. Written reports are generated on a monthly basis to assist DFCS and the courts in making permanency decisions.   Staff providing the service must possess a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work or related field.  The contracted rate is $45.00 per hour plus mileage at a rate of $ 0.28 per mile. The maximum fee is $3000 per case.

Crisis Intervention  (Entitlement Code 95)

Crisis Intervention provides an immediate service to stabilize a volatile family situation that may result in a child on Aftercare being at imminent risk of foster care re-placement or a child experiencing disruption in a relative or foster care placement. Providers must be on-call 24 hours a day, including telephone contact and home visits, as necessary. Written reports are generated on a monthly basis to assist the Case Manager in decision-making and assessment. The contracted rate is $60.00 per hour for clinical services and behavioral/disruptive crisis and $30.00 per hour for paraprofessional family services depending on the level of intervention. Transportation of the client is reimbursed at $0.28 per mile.

