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Value:  The value of the PAC is to assure that GAHSC has a voice in Georgia’s political process.  GAHSC recognizes its limited resources.  GAHSC PAC will use the PAC funds to ensure entry into the exclusive club of political fundraising.  PAC funds will be used to establish relationships with legislators and our membership and the staff and lobbyist of GAHSC.  

Mission:  The Georgia Association of Homes and Services for Children Political Action Committee (GAHSC PAC) will be established to pool resources to support those candidates for State office who share our understanding of the child welfare community.  The PAC is a separate organized entity to receive and distribute funds for political action and advocacy.  The PAC will be a bi-partisan, separate segregated fund of the Association that contributes to candidates for State office.  

The PAC will be involved in supporting only candidates who are considered supporters or potential supporters of particular GAHSC positions.

Political Action Committee (PAC) Members

The GAHSC PAC will be made up of the members of the Public Policy Committee.  The Public Policy Committee Chair will serve as the PAC Chair. 

Funding of PAC 

PAC funds will come from our sponsored vendor income through the Association.  A financial report will be made at each PAC meeting.  

Individual contributions can be solicited for additional support.  Direct contributions to the PAC from private non-profit agencies will not be received.  

Contributions designated by the Association will be directly deposited to a separate billing or receivable account, according to 1) Campaign Contributions and 2) Fundraisers, to be spent at the discretion of the PAC.

Distribution of PAC Funds 
PAC funds can be spent for the following:

Candidates for Office: Candidates for office will be reviewed for their support or non-support of the GAHSC Issues.  (A list of possible candidates approved for PAC distribution will be drafted at the beginning of the fiscal year and will commonly be known as the VIP Policy Maker List found on the GAHSC website.) Federal candidates for office will not be supported.  The Public Policy Committee will consider a variety of criteria before approving contributions.  These criteria include one or more of the following:

· Position taken on GAHSC Issues.

· Membership on the House or Senate Appropriations Committees.

· Support of GAHSC advocacy and lobbying efforts.

· Support of GAHSC legislative priorities and child welfare issues. 

Other Distributions:

· Entertainment for Legislators with GAHSC members or staff.

· Expenses for food, drink, and other items that a legislator may request.

· Public events for legislative advocacy.

Each year the Political Action Committee will develop a budget for the PAC from available funds in the PAC account that may be given to identified legislators as approved by the PAC.  Other distributions of PAC funds may be authorized by written agreement between the Executive Director and the Public Policy Chair.  This written agreement may be in the form of email.  

Any disbursement in excess of $1000 requires full PAC approval.  

The Executive Director and Public Policy Chair will not make payments in excess of $1000 per request

Annual Report:  An annual report will be made to the full Board that provides a financial report with rationale for distribution. 
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