Residential Treatment Facility Grant  

§20-2-133  (SB 618)      SBOE Rule 160-5-2-.06

Conference Call Notes

Wednesday, July 17, 2008   1:00-2:00 

I. Residential Treatment Grant Update 

a. The deadline for submitting invoices was the July 15th.  
b. All invoices are being processed and payments will be processed during the week of July 21-26.
II. Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) – 

a. A reminder was provided regarding the July 25, 2008 letter from Stuart Bennett to facility directors and superintendents  

regarding MOAs. 
b. MOAs are not required if the facility is operating in the same manner as in the past agreement.  
c. MOAs are required if for some reason the relationship between the center and the school system is changing. 
d. While the MOA will not be required in all instances, the Department encourages all facilities and systems to draft MOAs.  These agreements help to define responsibilities, resolve disputes, and foster collaborative working relationships.
III. Grant application process/timeline 
a. Application Timeline

b. TENTATIVE – 

i. Application Release Date September 12, 2008
ii. Grant Technical Assistance September 24, 2008 and October 2, 2008 
iii. Grant Applications Due October 31, 2008, 5:00 p.m.
iv. Application  Review October- November 2008
v. Award Notification Upon Approval by State Board of Education 
c. Facilities will be able to submit invoices as the application is being reviewed.  This will allow us to make immediate payments once the board approves awards.  Facilities can continue submitting invoices after the award for periodic payments (probably monthly.)
IV. Quality Basic Education (QBE) Act: Funding Formula

a. Stuart Bennett discussed planning a future meeting with the Task Force to discuss/draft proposals for additional financial support and flexibility via the QBE formula regarding RTFs.  

V. Questions/Comments

a. Will teachers in the Residential Treatment Facilities receive the State “gift cards”?  See the information below.
RTFs teachers are eligible to receive the gift cards as long as they meet the criteria:

Who will get a classroom card?

All full-time (.90-1.00 FTE) K thru 12 classroom teachers who are employed with the school district as of August 1, 2008 will receive a classroom gift card.  This includes full-time teachers that are state, locally, and federally funded.  

They MUST be classroom teachers.  This includes core subject area, fine arts, physical education, and special education teachers.  This does not include pre-K, media specialists, parapros, counselors, nurses, speech language pathologists, or administrators.

Although media center specialists will not be receiving cards individually, each media center will receive one classroom gift card for that particular media center.

Part-time teachers are not eligible for a classroom gift card.  

All the cards are sent to the districts for distribution to their schools.

b. We need to discuss/develop proposals for developing alternate approaches for measuring the students the RTFs serve (accountability) based on demographics and mobility rates.

c. We need to discuss/develop proposals for consideration that will provide flexibility regarding the definition of direct and indirect services. (e.g., principals/coordinators are not included in the direct costs)

d. We need to discuss/develop proposals for changes in the QBE funding formula.
