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B.J. Walker, Commissioner

                                                                                                          Gwendolyn B. Skinner, Division Director

Earnestine Pittman, Regional Coordinator


Georgia Department of Human Resources ( Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Addictive Diseases
Region 3 Office ( 100 Crescent Centre Parkway ( Suite 900  ( Tucker, Georgia  30084 (  770-414-3050

Date:
October 27, 2008

To:
C&A Mental Health Structured Residential Supports Providers

From:  Gwendolyn Skinner

Re
Announcement of Changes to C&A Mental Health Residential Services

Due to budget reductions, the Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Addictive Diseases (MHDDAD) has determined that we garner greater benefits of our financial resources by transitioning our therapeutic group home and therapeutic foster care residential services from funding capacity to the per diem reimbursement system used by the Departments of Family and Children Services (DFCS) and Juvenile Justice (DJJ).  This will standardize the procurement of residential services across the state.  We are in the process of transitioning C&A Mental Health residential programs (Outdoor Therapeutic Program and Therapeutic Group Homes) operated by the state to this system, as well.  

Effective January 1, 2009, MHDDAD will no longer provide capacity funding for C&A residential services except for short-term crisis services, i.e. Crisis Stabilization Programs and short-term crisis residential services.  From our review of the services provided now, we determined that some contracted C&A residential providers are already providers for DFCS and/or DJJ while others rely solely on contracts with MHDDAD.   We encourage you to work with DFCS and DJJ to become Room, Board and Watchful Oversight (RBWO) providers for these agencies before that date.  Parental custody children will require referral through the Local Interagency Planning Team (LIPT) and authorization for services by the State Authorization Team headed by Rosalyn Williams at DMHDDAD.  

We would like to assist you in any way possible with transition planning.  Please ask your staff to email the following information to your Regional Coordinator and to Lee Johnson, C&A Community MH Director, at lhjohnson1@dhr.state.ga.us by COB on November 31, 2008:

1)  Number of children in residential services who are in parental custody

2)  Number of children in residential services who are in DFCS custody but are not currently funded through RBWO

3)  Number of children in residential services who are in DJJ custody but are not currently funded through RBWO 

We will use this information and the information you have previously sent to inform our discussions with DFCS and DJJ, helping us to lay the groundwork for this transition.

Thank you for your cooperation.  
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