Dear Governor Perdue:

Child welfare in Georgia has made remarkable progress in serving its most vulnerable children and families in recent years. Because of family centered practice the number of children entering the child protective service system is down by more than 70% and the number of children in foster care has been reduced by more than 30%. Half as many children are reentering the system again once they are provided family centered practice. Length of stays in foster care has been reduced by more than 3O%. This means that more children are safer and in more permanent environments than ever before and more children are reunited with their families and adopted. As a result of this, caseloads are down. Turnover is down. Those entrusted to protect, care and supervise their safety are beginning to have the resources needed to be effective. The combination of family centered practice, good case management, collaborative resource agencies and a viable and supportive private sector has made this happen.

In the area of children’s mental health, the progress has been just as remarkable. For the first time in Georgia, we have a development of state wide access to basic behavioral and mental health services. Georgia has doubled the number of mental health service providers to children and their families. New utilization review processes assures that children with mental health needs are getting the services that they actually need. As a result, more children are getting what they need and more children are able to safely stay in the homes and communities. Fewer children are ending up in the juvenile justice system.

These successes have come as a result of your beginning investment in a system that truly works for children. The savings promised with proper practice and investment is being realized.

Your legacy, these successes and savings are now being threatened by proposed budget cuts in the Department of Human Resources and the Department of Juvenile Justice. 

These cost cutting proposals would put on the table the following reductions of services to this year’s budget and next year’s budget. Cuts to services and private providers have consequences to children that must be realized.

• Foster Care Agencies rates would be cut by 15% to 18%. This means closing of agencies, poorer outcomes and fewer appropriate resources for children.
• Group Home Provider Rates reduced by 15% to 18%. This means poorer outcomes, closed facilities and fewer appropriate resources for children.

• 702 caseworker positions cut permanently equals less protection for children at risk.

• Elimination of the Mental Health Provider Medicaid rate increase would close agencies, decrease services and put children more at risk.
• 21% reduction in Core Mental Health Services to children is a reduction to services for children that are ill.
• Reduction by 33% of residential programs that serve children who are severely emotionally disturbed and children with no other option. These children will end up in jail and put a strain on our justice and education system. 
I realize when times are difficult we need to tighten our belts, but we also have to be fair and responsible. The state budget cuts should not be on the backs of children who can not speak for themselves and do not vote.
I recommend keeping the course and leave the successful legacy you started.

Sincerely;

