RULES OF
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN SERVICES

CHAPTER 290-2-27
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN

SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED RULES

PURPOSE: The Rules and Regulations for Special Needs Children, Chapter 290-2-27 are proposed
to be amended to revise the definition of “Special Needs child”. This definition is an integral part of
Georgia’s adoption assistance program. Under O.C.G.A. Section 49-5-8(a)(7)(G) the Department of
Human Services Board shall establish the definition of special needs child. With the inception of the
Federal Adoption Assistance Program in 1980, all states established criteria to define what constitutes
a “special needs™ child with regard to adoption assistance. The true intent of the adoption assistance
program is to provide assistance to facilitate adoptive placements of children who have characteristics
that make them difficult to place for adoption. The federal law allows cach state to independently
define what constitutes “special needs”. This revision will ensure that any child in Georgia will have
equal opportunity to be adopted and receive support and resources specific and appropriate to his or
her needs. In addition, the revision will allow the division to focus on children who are not achieving
permanency within timeframes required by the federal Child and Family Services Review.,

MAIN FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED RULE: The proposed change to the Rules and
Regulations for Special Needs Children, Chapter 290-2-27, is to revise the definition of “special needs
child”

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED RULE

290-2-27-.01 Definitions. The new rule revises the definition of “special needs child”. The current
definition contains five criteria under which a child would be considered special needs. The proposed
rule would revise the criteria as follows:

* Deletes in its entirety the criterion based on a child being eight (8) years or older;

* Deletes in its entirety the criterion based on a child being of black heritage and is one year of age
or older; :

* Deletes in its entirety the criterion based on a child being 2 member of a sibling group of three (3)
or more placed together;

» Deletes in its entirety the criterion based on a sibling group of two where one is eight (8) years of
age or older or has another special need;

* Adds a criterion for a child who has been in the care of a public or private agency or
individual other than the legal or biological parent for more than 24 consecutive months;

¢ Adds a criterion for all sibling groups of 2 or more placed together in the same home; and
Amends the criterion based on any physical, emotional, or mental health limitation to read: a
child with physical, mental, or emotional disability, as certified by a licensed physician or
psychologist.



The new rule also revises the definition of “Department” by changing “Department of Human Resources”
to “Department of Human Services”.



