RESTORE EDUCATIONAL FORMULA GRANTS
IN THE NON-QUALITY BASIC EDUCATION FORMULA GRANTS PROGRAM


· On May 5, 2006, SB 618 was signed into law creating a grant program for Residential Treatment Facilities which provide care to children, who are in State custody and entitled to free public education, the local portion of the educational costs.  These grants were State funding (making up the difference between the actual State funds received for the children pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 20-2-161 and the reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in educating the child, calculated based on regulations adopted by the State's Board of Education.  The local boards of education would be held harmless for the educational costs because in many instances those children are not residents of the counties in the facilities where they are actually placed.  
· These facilities take care of Georgia's children who are in State custody either through the Department of Human Services' Division of Family and Children's Services, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities or the Department of Juvenile Justice.  
· Since 2006, the money for these grants, sometimes known as the SB 618 grants or the Non-Quality Basic Education Formula Grants, has never fully paid for the educational instruction costs of these children.  
· These children are children, many of which stay at the facilities approximately 90 days, with special needs and have an "IEP" developed upon their arrival at the facilities.
· Children in Residential Treatment Facilities are there for various reasons (mental health disorders, etc.), but they cannot be mainstreamed in public schools. Thus, the teaching certifications required to provide instruction are more costly for teachers and there are fewer children in these classrooms making it more expensive for the Residential Treatment Facilities to provide this instruction.
· It has been suggested that the law passed creating Special Needs Scholarships would permit children in these Residential Treatment Facilities to access these moneys.	That law does not allow such. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-2115 specifically states: "Residential treatment facilities licensed or approved by the state shall not be eligible to enroll scholarship students."
· In FY 2009, the money allocated for this program was slightly more than $3.8 million and in FY 2010 the money was cut to $3.6 million.  In FY 2011, the money allocated was $3.56 million and the Department has imposed 12% cuts on the Residential Treatment Facilities for their grants.  This money is shared with 23 facilities located around the State.
· Governor Deal's FY 2011 Budget cuts an additional $154,804 in funding and FY 2012 cuts $709,608. These cuts appear to be additional cuts from the already 12% being withheld by the Department of Education. 
· Please instruct	the Department of Education to no longer withhold the 12% in funding to these facilities and also restore the cuts proposed in both the FY 2011 Amended and FY 2012 Budgets.  These children are Georgia's children and they need your help to receive their right to a free public education.		


