(Yesterday's Articles on Academic Success for Foster Children and on Psychotropic Meds 10/20/2011)

IMPROVING ACADEMIC SUCCESS AMONG FOSTER CHILDREN THE FOCUS OF CCAI TOWN HALL. The AP<http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2011/10/advocates_push_education_refor.html> (10/19, Kennedy) reports, "Federal lawmakers said during a national town hall meeting Wednesday that they are working to help foster children succeed in school, citing dismal statistics including a 50 percent graduation rate among foster youths." Sen. Mary Landrieu noted that "foster children typically move one to two times a year, often changing foster homes and schools," adding that "only three percent receive a bachelor's degree." The town hall, hosted by the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute from Sacramento, CA, highlights a movement to ensure that the roughly 500,000 US foster children thrive in school. The acting assistant secretary of Administration for Children and Families, George Sheldon, "encouraged school districts and child welfare workers to work closely with foster parents to ensure foster children are hitting academic goals." Former foster youth also participated in yesterday's discussion.

Daniel Heimpel, the director of Fostering Media Connections (FMC), a project of the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute, in a Huffington Post<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/daniel-heimpel/foster-children-school_b_1014042.html> (10/19) piece, notes the many developments that are occurring this week to improve foster children's academic success. Heimpel summarizes Sen. Al Franken's Fostering Success in Education Amendment, CCAI's town hall, and the "release an 'Action Guide'" by CCAI and FMC "for everyday citizens, policy makers, teachers, journalists, advocates and everyone who makes up the constellation of people who care about children. The 'Action Guide' aims to give all of us the implements to support the education of children in foster care"

[X]

NV: PARTNERSHIP APPROVED TO TRACK PRESCRIBING OF PSYCHOTROPIC DRUGS TO FOSTER KIDS. In continuing coverage, KTNV-TV<http://www.ktnv.com/news/local/132207003.html> Las Vegas (10/20, Spears) reports on its website, "Our investigation" a year ago "showed how foster kids are being prescribed psychotropic drugs at an alarming rate." Clark County, Nevada addressed the issue Tuesday. Commissioners "approved a partnership to spend $300,000 over the next eight months to track how foster kids are diagnosed and drugged." Chris Giunchigliani, a Clark County Commissioner, commented, "Out of the 3,300 kids in foster care, they were estimating close to 500 (are on psychotropic drugs.) That's way over-prescribing. There needs to be more of a wrap around program that looks at these children as human beings and pills should be the last resort"
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