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This news bulletin is prepared for Family & Policy by Linda Smith Lowe.  

The General Assembly began the 2013-14 Session on 
Monday, January 14th, swearing in new legislators and 
adjusting committee lineups. The House eliminated the 
Children and Youth Committee formerly chaired by Rep. 
Judy Manning who had lost her election. It added a 
Juvenile Justice Committee to be chaired by Rep. Tom 
Weldon, 3rd. Rep. Tommy Benton, 
31st, will chair Human Relations 
and Aging. Most House 
chairmanships are unchanged from 
last session. For all assignments, see 
House Committees. In a change 
from last session’s contentious 
leadership struggles, the Senate 
restored much of Lt. Gov. Cagle’s 
power and assigned some new 
chairs. Education and Youth went 
to Sen. Lindsey Tippins, 37th.  Sen. Tim Golden, 8th, will 
chair the Appropriations Subcommittee dealing with 
Medicaid and PeachCare and the Insurance and Labor 
Committee. Sen. Greg Goggans who chaired these panels 
last session did not seek reelection. See the Senate 
Committees and find all Representatives and Senators. 

 

If you have questions: smithlowe@earthlink.net (404-274-1746)  

 

Governor Deal’s State of the State address previewed 
another tight budget. Advocates were glad to hear his 
focus on plans to introduce legislation reforming juvenile 
justice and his proposal for $5 M in funding to encourage 
community alternatives to youth incarceration. (The funds 
will be managed by the Governor’s Office of Children and 
Families.) After handily passing the House and its Senate 
committee last year, the reform bill was held due in part to 
concerns about costs. Details of the Governor’s new 
reform legislation are not yet public. Gov. Deal also 
proposes more use of mental health, drug and other 
accountability courts for adult offenders to encourage 
rehabilitation and save on prison beds. He plans to restore 
the 180-day school year for pre-K, to fully fund the 
revised education equalization formula, and to pay for 
teacher salary increases for training and experience. 
However, most agencies face cuts. The budget calls for 

reducing already-low Medicaid and PeachCare fees by 
0.74% for doctors, dentists and many other providers (not 
hospitals, FQHC’s, primary care, hospice). Teachers and 
state workers are heading into at least their fifth year 
without cost of living adjustments, and vital services have 
been reduced. Child poverty is high. Yet Georgia’s 

general funds appropriations are 
smaller now than in 2008, despite 
considerable population growth and 
continuing unmet need for 
investment. See the Governor’s FY 
2013 AM and FY 2014 budgets.  
 

States are weighing their ACA 
option to expand Medicaid 
eligibility. The Affordable Care Act 
gives states the option to extend 
Medicaid to low-income adults who 

cannot now qualify--with the federal government paying 
at least 90% of the cost (100% for the first 3 years). Today 
in Georgia, parents with incomes over 50% of the poverty 
level cannot get Medicaid; non-disabled adults under age 
65 without minor children cannot get Medicaid at all, even 
if they have no income and are desperately sick. Georgia 
has the 5th highest number of uninsured in the country. 
Gov. Deal has said so far that he does not intend to take 
advantage of the option. Meanwhile, officials in some 
other states are analyzing what the expansion will do for 
their people, their health care systems and their economies 
and are opting in. Arizona’s Governor Jan Brewer is the 
latest to announce support. Watch for more information. 
 

Legislation extending the life of the hospital fee to help 
finance Medicaid has cleared the Senate. SB 24 (Bethel, 
54th) allows the Department of Community Health, with 
certain limitations, to set the fee. It has been set by statute 
in the past, but is due to expire in June. The fees are used 
to match federal dollars and the total amount then supports 
Medicaid, including payments to hospitals. With the 
Senate’s swift action, SB 24 moves to the House. 

 

 You can advocate!  

Highlights 
 

→ The General Assembly convened Monday, 
January 14th for its 2013-2014 Session.  
→ Gov. Deal released his proposals for the FY 
2013 Amended and FY 2014 budgets. The 
House & Senate Appropriations Committees 
will hear details the week of the 21st. Schedule 

Locate your State Representative and Senator. www.votesmart.org (Use your full address.) 
Get information on bill status, committees, schedules, legislators, and more at www.legis.ga.gov  

http://www.house.ga.gov/Committees/en-US/committee.aspx?Committee=179&Session=23
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/committees/en-US/SenateCommitteesList.aspx
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/HouseMembersList.aspx
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/SenateMembersList.aspx
http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2013-01-17/deal-focus-foundations-strengthen-georgia
http://opb.georgia.gov/sites/opb.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Governors%20Budget%20Report%20Amended%20FY%202013.pdf
http://opb.georgia.gov/sites/opb.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Governors%20Budget%20Report%20Amended%20FY%202013.pdf
http://opb.georgia.gov/sites/opb.georgia.gov/files/related_files/document/Governors%20Budget%20Report%20FY%202014.pdf
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/SB/24
http://www.votesmart.org/
http://www.legis.ga.gov/
http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/Documents/2013_Session/Joint%20Budget%20Hearing%20Schedule%202013%20Session.pdf

