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The Sandhill Child Development Center has incorpo-
rated the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics (NMT) 
into its program.  This is a result of a multi-year certifica-
tion partnership with renowned psychiatrist and neurosci-
entist Dr. Bruce Perry, M.D., Ph. D. and the Child-
Trauma Academy.  Sandhill has worked with children 
from a variety of backgrounds, many of them having  
significant histories of trauma and attachment based 
problems, abuse and neglect, and a number having been 
adopted and/or involved in the foster care system.    
 
In 2006, Linda Zimmerman, CEO and founder of  
Sandhill, connected with Dr. Perry and saw how the  
Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics could help reach 
children that may have been seen as unreachable  
before.  In 2011, Sandhill became the first residential 
treatment center to be certified in NMT.  In July 2012, the 
ChildTrauma Academy designated Sandhill as a  
Flagship Program.  The awareness that many of these 
interventions are also beneficial in the academic environ-
ment has led to the ChildTrauma Academy developing 
the Neurosequential Model in Education (NME).  
  
Last year at the GALAA conference, Dr. Chris Dobson, 
Director of Programs for the ChildTrauma Academy, 
gave an in depth keynote presentation, “Understanding 
the Impact of Trauma on Children.”  This training will ex-
pand on that presentation and focus on the interventions 
and strategies used, both clinically and academically, 

that are helpful in treating these children to improve emo-
tional regulation, affect stabilization, and learning readi-
ness.   

Brief Outline of Sessions 

Morning Sessions 

I.     Introduction to the Neurosequential Model of 
Therapeutics - 1.5 hours with Annalisa Golowacz, 
M.A., L.P.C.C 

(Principles of neurodevelopment and neurobiology; the 
neurosequential approach - assessment and develop-
mental ages; and suggested treatment considerations) 

II. Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics – Treat-
ment Interventions and Strategies  - 1.5 hours 
with Dr. Kurt Wulfekuhler, Ph.D., L.P.C.C. 

(Differentiating trauma and developmental issues; and 
treating “trauma” and “developmental injuries”‒ working 
at the edge of the window of tolerance.) 

Afternoon Sessions  

I. Neurosequential Model in Education - 1.5 hours 
with Steve Graner, M.S. 

(Definition of the neurosequential model in education; the 
impact on relationships; brainwise lesson design; and 
classroom management.) 

II.   Case presentation using a functional brain      
assessment - 1.5 hours with Linda Zimmerman, 
M.A., L.P.C.C. 

Thursday, February 14, 2013 
Trauma Informed Treatment – Practical 

Application of the Neurosequential Model 
of Therapeutics 

(With a focus on Foster and Adoptive Children) 
Presented by:  

The Sandhill Child Development Center 

Friday, February 15, 2013 
Four 2-hour Sessions on Challenging and 

Emerging Issues in Adoption Practices.  Focus 
on Birth Parents, Adoptive Parents, Adoptees 

and International Adoptions. 
Presented by: 

Leslie Mackinnon, LCSW and Jennifer Bliss, PsyD 

February 14 & 15, 2013 
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    Trauma Informed Treatment – Practical Application of 
    the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics  

Thursday’s  
Session: 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 ——— 

8:00 – 8:30 a.m. Registration 
8:30 – 8:45 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 

Topic: Trauma Informed Treatment – Practical 
Application of the Neurosequential Model 

of Therapeutics 

     Presenter:  The Sandhill Child Development Center 

8:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  Morning 2 Sessions (15 minute break 

           provided) 
Noon – 1:30 p.m.      Lunch on Your Own 
         GALAA Business Luncheon...for  
          GALAA Members Only! 
          (RSVP required to GALAA President) 

1:30 – 4:45 p.m.  Afternoon 2 Sessions (15 minute break  

     provided) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 ——— 

8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   Workshop Sessions 

(a) How the Internet and Social Media are Revolutionizing 
Adoption 

        Leslie Pate Mackinnon, LCSW  

(b) Counseling for Birthparents:  Effective Techniques and 
Points of Intervention 

        Jennifer Bliss, PsyD, LCSW 

10:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.   Workshop Sessions 

(a) What I Wish I’d Known Before Adopting Internationally...a 
panel discussion 

        Moderator:  Leslie Pate Mackinnon, LCSW 

(b) Selling Open Adoption:  How to Get Adoptive Parents on 
Board with Openness 

        Jennifer Bliss, PsyD, LCSW 

Conference Agenda 
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Kurt A. Wulfekuhler, Ph.D., LPCC, is the Clinical Director at 
Sandhill Child Development Center.  Dr. Wulfekuhler has over 
thirty years of experience working in  
residential treatment, treatment foster care, 
inpatient psychiatric hospital programs, 
outpatient, and partial hospital programs.  
He has a long-term interest in the clinical 
implications of attachment theory and re-
cently finished the second level of training 
in Sensorimotor Psychotherapy (developed 
by Pat Ogden).  Dr. Wulfekuhler has been 
particularly instrumental in integrating  

Sensorimotor Psychotherapy along 
with the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics to provide 
a developmentally and trauma informed treatment  
approach throughout the therapeutic milieu at Sandhill. 
 
Steve Graner, M.S. is a Fellow with The ChildTrauma 
Academy in Houston, Texas.  Mr. Graner is best known for 

his creative approaches to teaching 
and coaching and combines a love 
of the arts and sports with the pas-
sion for pedagogy.  He was awarded 
the North Dakota Reading Council’s 
Literacy Award in 2009 for his efforts 
in inspiring literacy through the arts. 
Mr. Graner is currently an adjunct 
faculty member at Minot State  
University, where he has taught 
composition. After retiring from 

teaching for 33 years, Mr. Graner was appointed by the 
ChildTrauma Academy as the Project Director for the  
Neurosequential Model in Education. Most recently he has 
been involved in training school personnel and therapists in 
North Dakota, New Mexico and Texas. 

 

 
The Conference Location:  

The Westin Atlanta 

Perimeter North 

For Hotel Reservations: 
Room reservations must be made 

directly to the hotel by calling 770-

395-3900 or 1-800-937-8461.  A 

special rate of $119 per room is being held for GALAA until January 

14, 2013.  Free self parking and continental breakfast included. 

THE WESTIN ATLANTA PERIMETER NORTH • Seven Concourse 
Parkway Atlanta, GA 30328 

“Breathtaking lake vistas and our 20,000 square feet of newly renovated 

banquet space have propelled the Westin Atlanta Perimeter North to 

become one of the leading hotels in Atlanta.  Each of our guest rooms 

offer an inviting night's sleep in our signature Heavenly Bed® and a 

bank of other amenities. Come experience convenience and luxury.” 

 

Linda Zimmerman, M.A., L.P.C.C., is the Executive Director 
and founder of Sandhill Child Develop-
ment Center.  With over 25 years of  
experience in working with children and 
families, Ms. Zimmerman has been  
responsible for creating therapeutic  
environments to address attachment and 
trauma. Linda is regarded by some as a 
pioneer within the state of New Mexico, 
not only for her current work in the clinical 
application of key principles of neurode-
velopment, but also in the early 1990’s for 
introducing a treatment model focused on 
problematic childhood attachments and the formation of basic 
trust.  In 1996, Linda was named the City of Albuquerque’s 
“Woman on the Move” for her groundbreaking work in the field 
of children’s mental health treatment. 

 
Annalisa Golowacz, M.A., L.P.C.C. is the Assistant Clinical 
Director at Sandhill Child Development Center.  Ms. Golowacz 

has over 18 years working in the field of 
mental health and has been instrumental 
in implementing the Neurosequential 
Model of Therapeutics at Sandhill. She 
has been with Sandhill for the past 6 
years and has a particular interest in  
neurodevelopmental trauma and its 
impact on attachment and emotional 
regulation.  Ms. Golowacz also has a 
background in Expressive Therapies from 
Lesley University, in Cambridge, Massa-

chusetts and she enjoys using creative expression as part of her 
therapeutic work with children and their families. 

 

 

—  The Sandhill Presenters —  

http://www.westinatlantanorth.com/guestrooms


Registration Form 
Please use a separate registration form per person (reproduce).  
Payment should be included with this registration form.  No confirma-
tion of registration will be sent out.  Receipts available at the door. 

Name _________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________ 

Agency/Org.: ___________________________________________ 

Phone number: _________________________________________ 

Fee enclosed: $________ for ______ attendees (provide separate registration form for each.) For 
those taking advantage of the special deal (buy 2, get 3rd ½ off), send in registrations together. 

For Information, call Doug Mead (Georgia AGAPE, Inc) at 770-452-9995 or Emily Bailey at 706-316-2421.  

Make Checks Payable to: “GALAA” 

Mail to:  Emily Bailey 

  All God’s Children 

  1671 Meriweather Dr., Suite 101 

  Bogart, GA 30622 
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Friday Session Description  

How the Internet and Social Media are 

Revolutionizing Adoption 
 
Of all the relationship changes that have occurred with 
social networking, relationships in the world of adoption 
may be the most profoundly altered.  Today adoptees, 
birthparents, and even parents who had rights terminated 
are connecting with birth relatives at an unprecedented 
rate. Can we help prepare them for stable reunions while 
letting go of adoption, as we have known it? 
 
Along with the didactic material presented, Leslie will 
show two video clips of an adoptee and a set of birthpar-
ents who searched via the internet, along with a CNN 
interview of her on the topic.  This session will address: 

a. Closed Adoptions Can No Longer Be Promised 
b. The ethical risk of adoption practice on-line 
c. New Consumer Driven Ability to Arrange Adoptions 

Friday Session Description  

What I Wish I’d Known Before Adopting 

Internationally 
 

A panel of adoptive parents whose children were adopted 
internationally will share how their agencies could have 
better prepared them for adopting.  Parents representing 
a number of different countries will speak candidly about 
what they’ve learned and how more information provided 
to prospective adoptive parents might have made a 
difference.  They will also share their unique needs for 
post-adoptive services. 
 
The moderator will briefly share some of the aspects of 
International adoption and ask the panel of International 
adoptive parents to share the difficulties and challenges 
they’ve encountered. 
 

Presenter:  Leslie Pate Mackinnon, LCSW  

Leslie Pate Mackinnon has maintained a private psy-
chotherapy practice for over 37 years.  She resides in 

Atlanta and presents both nationally and internationally 
on issues that affect families conceived through adoption 
and third-party reproduction. Leslie’s 
been on "Good Morning America" 
with Robin Roberts, and on CNN 
discussing the impact of the Internet 
on adoption. She was most recently 
featured in a "Dan Rather Reports" 
investigative piece called "Adoption 
or Abduction?"  Leslie’s story is 
included in the book, "The Girls Who 
Went Away," and the documentary 
"A Girl Like Her." 
 
She currently serves on the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption 
Institute’s Board of Directors.  For more information about 
Leslie, please visit www.lesliepatemackinnon.com. 

 

Registration Fees 
 —— Reduced Rates Again This Year! —— 

Also...Special Incentive: Pay for 2 full 
Registrations (both days), 

Get the 3rd for ½ Price! 

Early Registration (postmarked by 2/4/13):  
       GALAA members:  $100 
       Non-GALAA members:  $120 

Regular Registration (postmarked after 2/4/13):   
       Add $25 to the above fees 

Thursday Only Rate: $75 (6 CEU hours) 

Friday Only Rate:  $50 (4 CEU hours) 

Student Fee:  $50 for the full conference  
  ($30 for one day only) 

Adoptive Parents:  (Not for professionals or 
agency staff):  
       $15 per person per day 

Cancellations:  Full refund until 2/8/13 – No refunds 
after that date. (Contact Emily Bailey or Doug Mead 

for a refund – see below for contact information.) 

 

  GALAA Member 

  Non-GALAA Member 

  Adoptive Parent(s) 

  Student 

Please Check One: 

http://www.lesliepatemackinnon.com/
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The Georgia Association of Licensed Adoption Agencies 
GALAA is a consortium of licensed child placing agencies and other professional practitioners involved in providing 
adoption related services who are organized for the following purposes: 

 To promote quality and ethical adoption practices among providers of adoption services; 

 To provide a forum for cooperation, networking, training, innovation and the sharing of information on trends and 
important concerns of interest to adoption practitioners; 

 To serve as a resource in the community to advance awareness and understanding of adoption; and 

 To advocate for quality and expedient adoption laws and practices at the local and state level. 

GALAA President:  Doug Mead  Georgia AGAPE, Inc.  770-452-9995 

c
/o Emily Bailey 

All God’s Children 

1671 Meriweather Dr. 

Suite 101 

Bogart, GA 30622 

Friday Session Description  

Selling Open Adoption;  How to Get Adop-

tive Parents on Board with Openness 
 
This session will explore how to address common fears 
and misconceptions adoptive parents have about  
openness in adoptions.  We will look at how to educate 
adoptive parents on the benefits of openness in a way 
that appeals to them.  We will also review the results of 
longitudinal studies on openness:  the Minnesota/Texas 
Adoption Research Project (MTARP) and the California 
Long-Range Adoption Study (CLAS)  
 

Friday Session Description  

Counseling for Birthparents:  Effective 

Techniques and Points of Intervention 
 
The presentation will focus on the emotional impact of 
unplanned pregnancies and the psychological experi-
ence of birthparents during the adoption planning,  
placement, and post-placement stages. Additionally, we 
will discuss various counseling approaches, identify 
points for intervention, and review techniques to help 
birthparents through their grief and healing process.  
 
 

Presenter:  Jennifer Bliss, PsyD, LCSW  
 

Dr. Jennifer Bliss is the National Associate Counseling 
Director and Southern California Branch Director at the 
Independent Adoption Center. She 
attended the University of Southern 
California where she received a B.A. 
in Psychology and B.S. in Education. 
She went on to earn her Masters in 
Social Welfare from University of 
California Los Angeles and  
completed her Doctorate in Clinical  
Psychology at Ryokan College.  
 

Dr. Bliss supervises the Counselors 
in the Northern and Southern California offices and pro-
vides ongoing training and support for Independent 
Adoption Center counseling staff throughout the country.  
She has appeared on CNN, various radio programs and 
television shows, and has been quoted in American Baby 
Magazine and Psychology Today. Additionally, Dr. Bliss 
was primary adoption consultant and featured counselor 
on WEtv's 4-part documentary series, "Adoption Diaries.”  

 

10 Core CEU Hours Approved 
from the Georgia Composite Board through UGA for  

licensed social workers, licensed professional counselors and 
licensed marriage and family therapists.   


